
A series of patterns, artificial and natural fill this garden. The transformation of the garden throughout the 
day and throughout the year show us the magic of growth that illuminates the passage of time. The pat-
terns are magically revealed by the sun as you walk through the space. We feel the warmth of the sun and 
experience the sensations of the natural world that can only be only be comprehend through touching, 
seeing, smelling. 

The magic of nature is experienced over time. The garden changes through the seasons much like the 
moire shadows change as the sun moves across the sky. The moiré pattern above shifts constantly change 
as you investigate the garden. The mesh structure used to create the moire pattern is folded into several 
forms, including benches. The plants are native to Quebec and pollinators will visit the garden and contrib-
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Our team is composed of an architect and scientist with a PhD in Physics as well as a 
Master of Architecture degree who loves the beauty of physical phenomenon, a group 
of his inquisitive colleagues and a horticulturist who is working to regenerate the natural 
habitat in New York City or wherever she can establish a robust native landscape that 
nurtures, pollinators, and wildlife. We all share the goal of connecting people to nature 
and restoring the natural environment. 

Moiré Sun

Magic Lies Outside

Science makes the magic of nature real; it illuminates the impossible 
things that happen in our natural world. This simple overlapping of mate-
rials and the illuminating sunshine produces wonderful patterns. Set into 
the natural environment with a constant display of colour, sounds and 
fragrances the mysterious results create a magical moment. 

the pattern moves with the 
wind as the mesh moves like a 
suspended cradle 



Woodland Garden
New York City

The design creates a bucolic 
natural space as a counter-
point to urban Manhattan. It is 
low-maintenance, with plants 
that have year-round interest, 
blocking the view of the street 
from within the park and sup-
ports ecologic diversity.

As seasons unfold, different 
sections of the woodland 
come into focus with some-
thing new to see every week. 

Carl Schurz Park
New York, NY

Carl Schurz Park, on Manhat-
tan’s Upper East Side, is an his-
toric park that surrounds Gra-
cie Mansion, the official home 
of NYC’s mayor. Calvert Vaux 
designed the park in the early 
1900’s.

The work include creating ev-
erything from formal displays 
to woodlands. Using carefully 
selected  plants for each site, 
the arrays of color, form and 
texture bring beauty, ecolog-
ic strength and vitality to the 
park.

St. Andrew’s Dune 
Church
Southampton, NY 

This garden area was former-
ly a road used by contractors 
to deliver sand and materials 
needed to rebuild the dunes 
after Hurricane Sandy.

The design creates a natural 
area with waves of color that 
lead the eye to the dunes in 
the background.

The plant selection is drought 
tolerant and deer resistant. We 
also wanted to attract pollina-
tors.
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The Town School
New York, NY

The Town School struggles to 
find adequate space for its stu-
dents. This renovation added 
natural light and expanding 
the space “vertically” to the 
sky and outward with views of 
the river. 

This effort helped a legendary 
private school to survive and 
grow. The shimmering light 
from the skylight propagates 
throughout. Here students 
from all levels of the school 
mingle and enjoy their unique 
location in the city.

contact:
sm@yoshiharamckee.com
212.315.225

Coziness Valley Park
Murmansk, Russia

With lingering nights, long 
snow-covered winters and a 
limited choice of vegetation 
the Town of Murmansk has a 
challenging environmnet lo-
cated above the Artic Circle.

Our proposal gives the citizens 
a unique and different experi-
ence, views at multiple scales 
with mysterious encounters be-
tween new and existing, natu-
ral and artificial. 

Origami Works
New York, NY 

What can you make from a 
sheet of paper from the sim-
plest of elements, paper and 
your hands? Can we satisfy 
our basic curiosity about the 
things we touch and our fun-
damental desire to manipu-
late space?

We explore forms where even 
the folder may not know ex-
actly what will emerge. 


