
Take Your Shoes Off at the Door is an immersive garden space that subverts our readings of the natural and the 
manmade, bringing together symbols of interior spaces and natural landscapes. On entering the space visitors are 
encouraged to sit and remove their shoes - an act that is significant to cultures across the world as both a symbol of 
respect and of grounding one’s self within a place. 

The garden beyond takes the form of a meandering path, composed of mulches, mosses, ferns and grasses this is a 
tactile landscape inspired by the forest floor.  A demountable structure made of standard timber elements sits above 
the garden offering shelter and moments of domesticity – a door mat and threshold through which to pass, a bench 
on which to sit and take off your shoes, garden rooms in which to lounge and curtained windows that frame views 
of the pine trees beyond.

The garden plays with our readings of inside and out, wild and domestic, natural and manmade. A single path is 
celebrated as a sacred space, a place where nature, culture and the domestic come together, grounding us within the 
park and evoking feelings of respect, intimacy, and comfort toward the natural world. 

The Gardern will use a variety of wild flowers, ferns, grasses and mosses inspired by the forest floor. Below are 
some of the suggested plants. 
  1. Rhododendron groenlandicum 2. Dennstaedtia punctilobula 3. Linnaea borealis 4. Carex Disperma
5. Mosses - Hypnum cupressiforme, Thuidium delicatulum
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Visitors enter through a threshold. A door mat carved in stone and entance hall  bench en-
courage visitors to sit and remove their shoes....

The path meanders through the site, textures changing under foot. Mosses, Mulches, Pine 
leaves, grasses and wild flowers mimic the textures, smells and colours of a forest path...

The structure follows the path providing shelter and moments of domesticity, door mats, win-
dows and stools, punctuate and contrast the image of the forest trail.


