
Seams of the Self
Scale: 1:50  @ 11”x17”

Geologic works of land art and landscape architecture 
that relate to the scale of the body can be deeply moving 
and intruiging. Seams of the Self is inspired by the con-
cept of geologic strata or “seams” as a metaphor for 
the deeply layered histories that reside inside onself. It 
is also inspired by great landscape precedents such as 
Maya Lin’s Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial and Michael Van 
Valkenburgh and Associates’ Ice Wall in Teardrop Park. 

Layers of culture, ideology, language, relationships, 
ethnicity, and so forth shape who we are as individuals. 
Our experiences accumulate over time like layers in the 
earth’s crust one atop the next and meld together be-
neath the forces of life. 

The material qualities of this reflective wall surface 
include roughly 2-foot long by 6-inch wide slabs and 
sheets of reclaimed materials mounted like sideways 
shingles onto a wooden and steel frame. Using  off-cuts 
of granite, quartz, and marble countertop slabs mixed 
with polished metal sheets of brass and stainless steel, 
the artificial outcrop  lifts up from the ground and pro-
vides a platey mirrorred sculpture. My hope is to de-
light the visitor with an unexpected, contemplative, and 
curious moment to see their own relfection in different 
colors and patterns, which reveal the many layered 
sides of the self.

Possible Plant Selection:

Prairie Dropseed
Creeping Phlox
Creeping Thyme
Snow in Summer
Pasque Flower (Pulsatilla vulgaris)



Geofoam blocks will be used to 
fill and stabilize the 1:2 portion 
of hillside. Donations will come 
from Foam Control for 20 geo 
foam blocks. 

1000 sq ft of stone coun-
tertops and countertop 
off cuts to be donated by 
Plymouth Quarries. Pref-
erence given to black and 
darker stone types. 

Brass, stainless steel, 
and copper sheets to 
be polished on site. 
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