
OUR 
HOUSE 
IS ON 
FIRE
Our landscape is changing. 
Animals’ homes are disappearing.
Fire is part of our future.
The controlled vs uncontrolled landscape

3” thick log pavement 
 
Sizes 50mm-500mm, species dependent on local 
availability. The ground plain is representative of habitat 
already lost through human development and land 
clearing for agriculture.

Remnant wildlife sculptures 
 
Hand crafted from recycled corrugated steel, one of 
the few materials that will survive a fire. Inspiration for 
metal sculptures by South Australian sculptor Dudley 
Siviour.

Artificial ‘smoke’ creator 
 
Water based 1500psi mist maker or similar (system to be 
specified). Option to include lighting in reddish tones for night 
display. Positioning dependent on overall scale and quantity of 
devices. System will be timed to release ‘smoke’ on a schedule 
(such as hourly) to conserve resources. 

Surrounding landscape & site
 
While the installation can be adapted to a variety of sites, it 
would be ideal in a forest or setting surrounded by aspens, 
where the white trunks create a sculptural experience. where the 
vertical trunk lines extend beyond the limits of the installation. 

Australia and much of the world has a 
long history of fire, but never to such 
intensities and frequencies, that given 
the right conditions man is unable 
to control. The ‘Our House is on Fire’ 
installation is a tool to represent the 
naturally fire adapted (Australian) 
landscape while highlighting issues 
of political denial of climate change 
and policies which do not favour 
biodiversity, such as land clearing. 

Australia has the highest rate of 
mammal extinction in the world and 
some of these species die from directly 
and indirectly from fire when the land 
is not managed properly. An interactive 
timed smoke installation and sculptural 
animals will engage adults and children 
alike to understand this controlled and 
uncontrolled landscape.

Tree species 
 
Species to be determined based on supplier availability (of 
mature species). The species should be able to be burnt under 
a controlled environment during the right weather conditions or 
at least cosmetically. If eucalyptus is not deemed to be suitable 
then a fire recovering species such as aspen will be chosen 
where a similar process will not kill the tree. 
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Australia is one of many regions of the world 
experiencing more frequent and intense fires, in areas 
which have never seen this level of fire. It has become 
associated with the politically sensitive topic of climate 
change for many governments, but especially the 
Australian government. 

It’s not only the heroic fire fighters who have to work 
weeks on end battling blazes (mostly made up of 
volunteers) but our animals suffer. Already threatened 
by extinction, iconic animals like koalas end up burnt 
alive or smoke inhalation in trees or suffer burnt limbs 
and feet for months on end, many animals are without 
homes, food or water and suffer long and painful deaths. 

Many native species like eucalyptus thrive on fire and 
have adapted to regrow after fire. How are we humans 
and animals going to adapt to the higher frequency 
and intense fires? What can we learn from indigenous 
settlements that managed the landscape? And when 
will we start seeing real climate change commitments, 
start managing land properly instead of clearing it 
at unprecedented rates in some of our largest land 
masses?
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