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In, around, to, through, inside, and outside too. 

The Fantastic Folding Forest is composed entirely of the two most 
fundamental garden elements: the fence and gate. In all gardens, the 
fence divides, encloses, protects, and defines while the gate exists as 
either a humble threshold or portal into another world. The project 
explores the capacity of the fence and gate to create a garden that 
unfolds within a found landscape, begging one to wonder if perhaps 
there was a garden here all along and all it needed was a fence and a 
gate.
From afar, the garden reads as a single fence. Moving closer to the site, 
a network of passages, entries and exits, cut-outs, solids, and voids 
emerge. The fence slowly unfolds into the garden and the garden folds 
into the fence. While this fence does not fully enclose a space, the red 
translucent material, wrapped through the trees, at once dissolves 
and reappears. The garden challenges the assumptions of space and 
enclosure – never revealing whether you are inside or out. The vibrant 
red fabric stands in contrast to the verdant forest while defining and 
revealing infinite new ways to meander through and catch glimpses 
of what was already there.
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Flexible Fabrication

The project deploys a single operation across the 
landscape. The fence is constructed through the 
wrapping of three meter tall polyethylene netting 
around existing trees. A material typically used to 
‘protect’, ‘keep out’, ‘reinforce’, or ‘exclude’ is given 
new life – reinterpreted as a medium to challenge 
curious minds to explore and investigate. Circular 
portals puncture the fence, creating endless 
opportunity for movement through the garden. 
No additional materials are proposed. Minimum 
design intervention can create countless spaces 
to discover and play.
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