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Amplified Nature – Sound Mirrors in the 
Garden highlights audible sound and 
colors as experiential effects in the design 
of the garden. Sounds in the natural 
setting are often overlooked in garden 
design. Sound mirrors, made of cast glass-
fiber reinforced concrete (GFRC), focus 
specific sounds and amplify them from a 
distant. This includes birds chirping in the 
birdbath, leaves rustling in the trees, and 
crunching of gravel when walking through 
the footpath. The corresponding pairs of 
mirrors in yellow, blue, and red are indexed 
in the landscape. Additional GFRC discs 
are added to create the sculptural form of 
the overall composition and as support for 
the colored mirrors. 

The planting in the garden includes Marigold 
(yellow), Indigo (blue), and Hibiscus (red) 
to relate to the color index of the mirrors. 
These plants are selected based on the 
natural dyes that can be produced from 
the floras. The concrete components are 
produced off-site, assembled and installed 
in the garden. The largest mirror is 3 ft 8 
inches in diameter, with other concave 
‘bumps’ throughout the garden for sitting 
and stepping. 
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 Paired yellow mirrors
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(dotted line is disc behind 
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Parabolic mirrors  (discs) in GFRC, with 
thickness to be 1/2 inch, maximum diameter 
to be 3 ft 8 inches.

Added plugs for the mold where the mirrors 
intersect with adjacent discs. Multiple 
plugs can be positioned depending on the 
component.

Mold for casting GFRC. The mold is reused as 
discs have the same curvature. Ring inserts 
are added to control the diameter of the disc. 
Additional plugs can be inserted where the 
discs intersect with adjacent discs. Mold can 
flip upside down to cast convex ‘bumps’ for 
seating and step-ups in the landscape.

Source of sound



Marigold (Tagetes erecta and Tagetes patula)

from Gottorfer Codex, Hans-Simon Holtzbecker

Indigo (Indigofera tinctoria) 

from Hermann Zippel & Carl Bollman, 1905

Red Hibiscus (Hibiscus rosa-sinensis)

from Favourite Flowers of Garden and Greenhouse, Edward Step, plate 49

Birdbath 


