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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposal is to create a kinetic garden, offering a tactile/auditory experience at hand level 
that brings the consideration of the visitor upward towards the slow movements and fluc-
tuations of the canopy; the work subtly celebrates the depth of the canopy; how light passes 
through layered leaves and how each local species of trees has a unique rhythm as they are 
rocked by winds.  It also celebrates the activity of people within this ecosystem; it creates a 
venue for whatever degree of curiosity or reflection, large or small, each person brings with 
them.

Formally, the work is a series of tensile members suspended like wind chimes from the cano-
py.  People are free to move amongst them.  People are free to touch them, at first to hear the 
resonance of the pipes and then to set them gently swinging.  As the pipes are set into motion 
weights inside the pipes (that bring the sculpture back eventually to a resting point) move up 
and down changing the pitch of the pipe.  The more vigorously the pipes are moved, the more 
dynamic the sound.  

The premise of the work is to (through play and phenomena) immerse viewers within a local 
ecosystem.  The longer one stays, the more they see, the more they learn.

GARDEN PLAN

The Artist would develop a kit of parts, all the components, strategies for how to fasten to the 
trees, etc. and then they will make an early visit to Les Jardins De Metis to locate the specific 
site, measure the geometry of the trees, lengths of cables, layouts, etc.  It is expected that the 
installation could exist along an edge or a liminal zone; an existing path for instance, thereby 
not taking up any more space but increasing the range and diversity of garden habitats.  The art 
will work within context.

A SUGGESTED LIST OF PLANTS

While the focus of the sculptural work is suspended above the ground, the artist would work 
with site crew during an early site visit to determine what kind of ground patterning and plant 
cover might work best.  The interest would be for the groundwork to pay homage to the root 
systems of a tree; a mirrored complement of the canopy.  

This collaboration with site crew would prioritize the use of the local knowledge of indigenous 
and climate appropriate species.  The plant cover will reflect the kinetic intent of the sculpture 
and will be integral to the experience of the canopy.  
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The use of copper or brass pipes 
will be the ideal; sourced both for 
their lustre and resonance.  Con-
struction details for the installa-
tion will be mocked up to ensure 
public safety, maximum acoustic 
vibrancy and overall durability.  
Final details and site-measured 
layouts will be confirmed with a 
structural engineer prior to instal-
lation.

Elements on the ground will evoke 
the range of movement of the ki-
netic sculpture through the use of 
geometry.  They will also include 
poetic musings scribed onto the 
pavers to invoke contemplation.  
This reflective quality will culmi-
nate in another factor; the pooling 
of rainwater to create mirrors; a 
window alluding to the roots be-
low.

The form of the sculpture will take 
on the likeness of a cathedral in the 
woods; gently evoking religious fa-
miliarity without a specific faith or 
orientation (except of course a ver-
tical orientation towards the sky).  
The true focus however will be on 
how the work is animated and how 
this is scribed at the ground level; 
How the work is tactile and acces-
sible (especially to children.) 

Some element of a bench for lingering will also be included in the final work.  
Perhaps a rammed earth feature using local clay, capped with a concrete paver to 
prevent rain from washing it away.  

Again the bench, like the plants and the pavers, will be considered in collaboration 
with the skills and interests of the local gardeners and builders in mind.  While it is 
expected that the landscaping elements will be executed by staff on-site, elements 
beyond the capacity of the site crew or requiring prefabrication will be executed by 
the artist off-site.  This hands-on involvement is central to the artist’s practice as a 
designer/maker and is important to insuring the quality of the work.  

Push Pull Play


