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Betula papyrifera
White Birch

Rapid Growth
50 - 70 feet

Fraxinus americana
White Ash

Moderate Growth
60 - 70 feet

Acer saccharum
Sugar Maple

Slow Growth
75 - 100 feet

Acer rubrum
Red Maple

Rapid Growth
40 - 60 feet

Picea glauca
White Spruce

Moderate Growth
40 - 60 feet

Populus balsamifera
Balsam Poplar

Rapid Growth
80 - 100 feet

Populus tremuloides
Trembling Aspen

Rapid Growth
40 - 50 feet

Tilia americana
American Linden

Moderate Growth
70 - 100 feet

Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never 
hurt me is a simple saying that is the core metaphor to our 
design concept.  By pairing the idea of self-renewal along with 
garden renewal, visitors are involved in the renewal process 
two fold.  Self-renewal is achieved by writing self-reflective 
messages on the project. Positive messages are written on 
the boulder groups to emphasis their solid foundations. 
Negative messages are written on provided sticks, and then 
tossed on top of an artificial jute mesh netting supported by 

several dead tree trunks. The renewal sticks still hold seeds for 
future tree saplings. Over time, the jute mesh will deteriorate 
from the stresses of the sticks and act as the catalyst for the 
creation of forested garden rebirth. The sticks hold the key as 
the reproductive agent to give new life through seed spreading.  
The slowly decomposing jute creates openings for sunlight to 
reach the forest floor.  The seeds dispersed from the sticks will 
soon turn into saplings and eventually into full trees enacting 
the successional forest garden renewal.
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