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Codes, regulations, and guidelines for the “protection of human health, safety
and welfare” are what the built environment is all about. Eliminating risk of injury
to the human body, and, perhaps more to the point, that of economic and legal
consequences have become the ground rules for those engaged in the design,
production, and construction of public spaces.

Chris Reed uses an array of commercial products designed for potentially
dangerous conditions and situations and turns them to whimsical uses. He invites
visitors to explore the experiential qualities of, for example, rubber surfacing, which
he forms into an undulating topography, an exterior rubber room that is at once
comforting and playful but also somewhat destabilizing. He amplifies the rubber’s
inherent characteristics, laying it so thick that one bounces across the surface, thus
creating a playground for all ages.

The garden also has a sinister side, however. Allusions to the padded rooms of
insane asylums come to mind, as well as surveillance techniques, protective devices,
and contemporary society’s perception of omnipresent danger. The outline of yellow
warning tiles that surrounds the garden takes on an ambiguous role, signalling
either potential dangers within the garden or warning of possible threats in the wider

landscape of the unregulated environment.
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Exhibition Time: The International Garden Festival at Metis
from 2006 to 2009

Project Credit: Stoss Landscape Urbanism Chris Reed,
Chris Muskopf, Scott Bishop

Photo Credit: The International Garden Festival at Metis

About the Translator:

SUN Shuai, born in 1986, a native of Shanxi, is studying his
Master Program at the School of Landscape Architecture of
Beijing Forestry University, majored in urban planning and
design. (Beijing 100083 )
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Every Garden Needs A Shed
and A Lawn!
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Conceived with a very British sense of humor, this installation celebrates 10 years of the existence  Biography:

of the Festival by presenting 10 garden sheds embedded in surrounding lawns. This project questions  Deborah Nagan is a landscape architect based in London,

the ubiquitous garden shed while featuring ten elements essential to a garden: pollinisation, water, light, ~ England. She has now runs her own firm, naganjohnson.

concept, clouds, soil, food, beauty, seeds, carbon,
About the Translator:

o » ) ) ) SUN Shuai, born in 1986, a native of Shanxi, is studying his
Exhibit Time: From June 27 to October 4th at the 10th edition International Garden Festival at Metis 2009. )
) ) Master Program at the School of Landscape Architecture of
Project Credit: Deborah Nagan o ) ) ,
Beijing Forestry University, majored in urban planning and

Photo Credit: The International Garden Festival at Metis .
design. (Beijing 100083 )
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