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Mod Gardens for the Swinging Set

At Métis, new gardens get physical.

RAND-METIS, Quebec’s sev-

enth International Garden Fes-

tival, known as Jardins de
Métis/Reford Gardens, located on
the south shore of the St. Lawrence
River, was held from June 24 to
October 1, 2006. The 11 tempo-
rary installations by designers
from Australia, France, Germany,
the United States, and Canada are
thoroughly modern in spiric and
designed to complement the his-
toric design of the Reford estate’s
permanent gardens.

Challenged by the short
growing season of the north-
ern Canadian location, de-
signers worked in nontradi-
tional ways to tap the theme
of the garden’s sensual plea-
sures. Instead of planting a tra-
ditional fragrance garden,
Andy Cao and Xavier Perrot
installed an orange grove
scented with a custom per-
fume in Le jardin des Hespérides.
Bouncing through Safe Zone

by Stoss Landscape Urbanism/
Chris Reed, ASLA, visitors ex-
perienced the joy of motion.
Colorful rubber safety and se-
curity materials threw visitors
oft balance and forced a kines-
theric relationship with the
space. Inasimilar vein, the art-
ist collective Cédule 40 built

ing the swing triggered the
dispersal of oat and flax seed
from cylinders mounted high
on the swing’s armature. As visi-
tors took the plunge from the
surface of the garden and swung
through the subterranean pir, the
seeds made a similar—if more
chaotic—journey into the wait-
ing soil.

Sound like fun? Start planning
your 2007 visit at www jardins
metis.comlenglishlfestivallindex. btm.
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In the Safe Zone, here, rubber surfacing made
fora rollicking good time. Cédule 40’s giant swing
" set, right, carried children and adults from the garden

the ultimate work/play envi-
ronment. Called Sous-tervain
de jen, the installation consist-
ed of an oversized swing set
suspended over a trench. Us-

Contact Susan Hines at 202-216-2376 or shines@asla.org.

surface through a deep trench and back again.
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