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home   garden   recreation   hobbies   editor vivian vassos

“Flowers … are 
sunshine, food 
and medicine 
for the soul”  

—Luther Burbank (1849-1926), 
agricultural science pioneer

living

great canadian gardens Here, a cross-
country tour of some of the best with gardening doyenne 
Marjorie Harris. “Why not travel floriferously across 
our country looking at wonderful, often superb, public 
gardens?” says Harris. “An easy way is by train, and some 
of my not-to-be-missed gardens are along Via Rail’s 
garden route.” (www.canadasgardenroute.ca) ➔



victoria Abkhazi Garden 
(previous page), a splendid Art Deco 
creation dating from the 1940s, was 
designed by Princess Peggy and 
Prince Nicholas Abkhazi, an English 
orphan and an exiled Georgian prince 
who survived separation, internment 
and destitution before reuniting and 
marrying in Victoria. The garden was 

constructed in 
and around the 
most dramatic 
rocks in a rocky city. It is one of the 
great romantic gardens in the world, 
or stroll over to Government House 
from an even earlier period (1911) 
for its eclectic borders and a glorious 
waterfall designed and maintained 
by some of the best of Victoria’s 
garden volunteers. The third is the 
Horticulture Centre of the Pacific,  
just outside the city centre. Each 
border is tended by a group of 
volunteers, and this is competitive 
gardening at its best. You’ll learn a 
huge amount from the way plants  
are placed in combinations.

vancoUver Get to the brilliant 
VanDusen Botanical Garden – a 
huge mid-town green retreat with 
well-marked borders, good plant ID 

and a nice place for lunch. It has an 
impressive and fascinating collection 
of native plants and magnificent 
examples of plants from around  
the world, including New Zealand. 

alberta The University of 
Alberta’s Devonian Botanic 
Garden, just south of Edmonton, and 
Calgary’s Devonian Gardens have 
both have recently been upgraded 
and are full of surprises. In spring, 
the U of A’s collection of blue poppies 
is an astounding sight, and the rock 
garden in the Japanese style is of 
heroic proportions. Janet Rosenberg’s 

gorgeous design in 
Calgary is an eye-opener. 
Her majestic atrium and 
surrounding architecture 
stand up as a foil for the 
Rockies in the distance. 
This is Calgary’s  only 
indoor park: a haven in 
winter and spectacular 
respite in summer. 
Enjoy the exotica in the 
plants and be safe from 
the weather, which can 
switch in a moment.

Winnipeg Assiniboine Park 
Gardens and Conservatory in 
Winnipeg prove that you don’t have 
to be in England to have an English 
garden. However, the English Garden 
is just one of many enchantments 
in this collection of gardens and 
garden styles. The Leo Mol Sculpture 
Garden is a restful retreat 
with master works from 
the Ukrainian-Canadian 
sculptor and stained-glass 
artist, plus the School 
House, which was his 
studio for so many years, 
until his passing in 2009. 
A delight in all seasons 
with well-kept borders 
plus a comfortable and 
very lovely café.

toronto The Toronto 
Botanical Garden, often overlooked, 
is a must-see trip to the mid-
town part of the city to see what is 
possible to grow in this area and 
to admire borders designed by the 
internationally renowned Piet Oudolf, 
the Dutch garden designer known for 
his bold use of perennials and grasses 
with an architectural approach (New 
York City’s High Line is his design). 
It’s small but select and also has a 
terrific gift shop. The demonstration 
gardens show how to put evergreens 

together; the raised vegetable garden 
beds feature traditional vegetables 
from other countries; and there’s 
non-stop entertainment in the Centre 
for Horticulture and Floral Hall (from 
speakers to demonstrations of flower 
arrangements, there’s something 
going on all the time).

bUrlington Royal Botanical 
Gardens: one of the great gardens of 
the country with a famous collection 
of lilacs (the most diverse in the 
world), roses and an amazing rock 
garden hewn from a gravel pit in  
the 1930s. 

montreal The Botanical 
Garden is the second largest 
collection of living plants in the 
world (with England’s Kew being 
the largest) so save a day or two. The 
hosta collection will be an eye-opener 
to anyone with a shady garden. 
They have hundreds of species and 
cultivars displayed with a garden 
in mind (not just plunked down 
everywhere). A good eye has curated 
this garden. But the most moving 
display is the bonsai collection in 
the Japanese section. It is mind-
bogglingly gorgeous. It makes you 
want to start snipping at everything.

A side trip to Jardins de Métis/

Reford Gardens (on Quebec’s south 
shore of the St. Lawrence River in 
Grand-Métis), which hosts the annual 
juried show of installations from 
international garden designers and 
landscape architects. It runs from 
the end of June until fall. It’s always 
crazy-wonderful, with amazing new 
ideas about what the landscape means 
to artists and should mean to us. 
Once you’ve seen this show, you will 
be looking at nature and everyday 
materials with new eyes. 

neW brUnsWick Kingsbrae 
Garden in St. Andrews is easily done 
in a day and has glorious plants that 
battle both cold and fog and survive 
handsomely. What is startling about 
this garden is the range of plants they 
aim to include in a harsh climate; the 
fact that everything in this garden 
is maintained without chemicals or 
pesticides; and the wonderful sense  
of immediacy in the ideas they bring 
to, say, keeping a goat on the property 
or having a sophisticated rill in the 
front. The design of this garden 
expands constantly so it’s worth many 
a return trip to this enchanting little 
town. —Marjorie Harris
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➤ go to www.everythingzoomer. 
com/marjorie-harris-favourite-
garden-designers
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denotes gardens  

on Via Rail’s  
garden route (www.

canadasgarden 
route.ca)

garden


