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CCAALLLL  FFOORR  PPRROOPPOOSSAALLSS  //  IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  GGAARRDDEENN  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  1188tthh  EEddii tt iioonn  
JJaarrddiinnss  ddee  MMéétt iiss  //  RReeffoorrdd  GGaarrddeennss,,  QQuuéébbeecc,,  CCaannaaddaa  
  

 
 
Grand-Métis (Québec, Canada), September 15, 2016  – The International Garden Festival , 
presented at the Jardins de Métis / Reford Gardens  in the Gaspésie region of Québec, Canada 
is preparing its 18th edition and is issuing an international call for proposals to select designers 
who will create the new temporary gardens that will be presented from June 22, 2017. 
 
Playsages: More than a play on words (play + ages or play + paysages), the idea behind the 
2017 edition of the Festival is to put play front and centre. Bring play into the landscape. Inspire 
today’s young that outdoor play is just as interesting as on-screen amusement. The theme is an 
open invitation to re-think play and take part in the global discussion over nature-deficit disorder. 
 
Colour, movement, surprise, interaction, spontaneous encounters – these are just some of the 
elements that have made the playful gardens of past editions of the Festival so successful with 
younger visitors. And the same elements are what appeal to most adults – at least to those with a 
playful mind and a youthful spirit.  
 
This call for proposals is open to all landscape architects, architects and multidisciplinary teams 
from Canada and abroad. For complete information on this call for proposals, those interested 
should consult the web site: www.projects.internationalgardenfestival.ca. 
 
The deadline for the submission of entries is MONDA Y NOVEMBER 14, 2016 at 5 pm EST.  
 
About the International Garden Festival  
The International Garden Festival is recognized as one of the most important events of its kind in 
North America and one of the leading annual garden festivals in the world. Since 2000, more than 
one million visitors have discovered over 165 contemporary and ephemeral gardens created by 
designers from 15 countries. 
 
This artistic and tourism event also gives visitors a chance to discover inspiring spaces bringing 
together the visual arts, architecture, design, landscape and the environment. The Festival is an 
annual rendez-vous for admirers of contemporary gardens and design as well as offering a 
unique creative space for those involved in the renewal of this art form. 
 
About Les Jardins de Métis / Reford Gardens 
Les Jardins de Métis / Reford Gardens are located on the shores of the St. Lawrence and Mitis 
rivers in Québec, Canada. Created from 1926 to 1958 by avid gardener and plant collector, Elsie 
Reford, the gardens are a national historic site. The gardens and heritage buildings were 
designated by the government of Québec in 2013. Les Jardins de Métis are considered one of 
the premier gardens in North America and an obligatory stop for all those visiting eastern 
Québec. Visit the www.refordgardens.com for more details. Hydro-Québec has been a major 
partner of the Reford Gardens since 1999. 
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Source:  Alexander Reford, director 

International Garden Festival / Reford Gardens  
festival@jardinsdemetis.com 

                                                                        

 

With the participation of:  

• Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec 

• Emploi-Québec 
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• Canada Council for the Arts 

• Canadian Heritage 


